	




	 

Welcome to the weekly HCB news alert, bringing you the main headline stories and relevant events from the hazardous cargo industry
June 24, 2004
REGULATIONS
US DOT's Research & Special Programs Administration (RSPA) has issued its notice of proposed rulemaking under docket HM-215G that will maintain harmonisation between the US Hazardous Materials Regulations and the new versions of the ICAO Technical Instructions and IMDG Code due to enter into force at the start of 2005, based on the 13th revised edition of the UN Recommendations. The larger part of the 135-page notice deals with changes to the Hazardous Materials Table, but there are many other new provisions - most of which should be familiar to regular readers of HCB. RSPA has decided against adopting some measures, however, and those who will be affected by the US regulations should examine the notice closely to check where domestic US requirements differ from international provisions. The notice was published in the Federal Register on June 22. 
RSPA issued a second ruling on the same day, detailing its response to appeals to the earlier HM-215E rulemaking that brought the US regulations up to date with the previous editions of the ICAO TIs, IMDG Code and UN Recommendations. The new rule also corrects a number of minor errors that had been pointed out. It deals specifically with the carriage of hydrazine aqueous solution, lithium batteries and dicumyl peroxide, and also makes a change to the way that packaging types should be indicated on shipping papers. More details on both of these rulemakings will be found in forthcoming issues of HCB.
Following the acquisition of Pira International by Ciba Speciality Chemicals, the UK Department for Transport has held discussions with the new owners regarding the work formerly done by Pira on the Department's behalf on packaging certification. DfT is satisfied that the new owners will be able to meet its requirements to continue to operate the UN packaging certification scheme at least until the end of the existing contract period.
A group of trade associations has backed Italy's proposal for a 'World Convention' on the transport of dangerous goods. In an informal document placed before next month's meeting of the UN Sub-committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, the nine associations say that the increasing use of multimodal transport makes modal harmonisation extremely valuable and that, while they realise that certain modal specialities are necessary, "harmonisation in the areas of classification and the dangerous goods list is to be welcomed". The signatory associations are CEFIC, IRU, ITCO, FIATA, EFMA, CEPE, AISE, FEA and IECC.
The promised draft of the seventh edition of the Australian Dangerous Goods Code, which was due to be published last month, has been delayed and is now expected to see the light of day in August. The new edition incorporates a wide range of updates and has also been reformatted to follow the UN model regulations more closely. 
IAEA's Committee on Safety Standards has approved without revision the changes to the IAEA Transport Regulations proposed in March by TRANSSC. The amendments remain subject to approval by the IAEA Board of Governors in September and will be reflected in the 14th revised edition of the UN Recommendations due to be agreed by the UN Committee of Experts in December. The proposed changes will be reviewed in detail in the August issue of HCB.
The importance of ensuring that industry regulations are clearly set out and understood is not to be underestimated, says Linda Hume-Sastre, director of Transport Canada. Addressing delegates at Pira's annual dangerous goods update seminar in Newcastle this week, Linda and other speakers appealed for a world convention to be held to discuss the effectiveness of the UN model regulations as they stand, and the possibility of re-writing the regulations into 'clear language'. After an exhaustive process whereby industry and the Canadian department of transport worked closely together, Canada has established its own version of the model regulations, which has aided consignors and shippers alike in their comprehension of the regulations, and their responsibilities under them. A full report of the Pira conference will feature in a forthcoming issue of HCB.
SAFETY
Police in the German state of Schleswig-Holstein found defects in every fourth truck carrying hazardous cargo during some recent spot checks, International Transport Journal reports. Half of the infringements related to inadequately secured loads and there were also numerous cases where the shipment was insufficiently identified. Nearly 6,500 vehicles were checked. 
SHIPPING
It was revealed in Lloyd's List this week that both Canada and South Korea are undertaking investigations into allegations of price-fixing in the chemical parcel tanker trades. The information came to light in the annual report of Stolt-Nielsen, and it is not as yet clear whether the investigations by the Canada Competition Bureau and Korea Fair Trade Commission extend to other shipowners. Both the US and EU have been investigating the four major parcel tanker operators, Stolt-Nielsen, Odfjell, Jo Tankers and Tokyo Marine.
Ten shipping groups have applied to establish joint ventures with Chinese interests to take part in the domestic transport of chemicals by sea, the country's Ministry of Communications announced this week. China is aware that the impending opening of massive new petrochemical capacity around Shanghai will result in huge demand for shipping capacity and also that domestic shipping companies lack the expertise and capacity to handle the anticipated volumes. The Shanghai Shipping Exchange received tenders from the ten potential groups, including Tokyo Marine/Daiichi Tanker, Odfjell Tankers, Shokuku Tanker, IMC Shipping, Stolt-Nielsen, BLT, Malaysia Merchant Marine, Heung-A Shipping, IM Skaugen and Aksay. These applicants are likely to be whittled down to a short list of five prior to the award of the contract on July 25.
BULK STORAGE
Simon Storage has won a 30-year contract to store and handle biodiesel at its Seal Sands terminal on Teesside, UK. Its client is Biofuels Corp, which has recently been successfully listed on London's Alternative Investment Market (AIM) and which plans to have a biodiesel production unit up and running at Teesside by the middle of next year. Simon will handle up to 250,000 tonnes of vegetable oils per year for the plant and has committed £3.5m in capital expenditure on engineering and construction work on tankage and facilities at Seal Sands.
TERMINAL EQUIPMENT & SERVICES
An item in last week's HCB Newsletter about Varec at the ILTA show may have given the wrong impression. Parent company Endress+Hauser stresses that the E+H brand is still being used in international markets and in other industries and that the use of the new Varec image is only for the US terminals sector. E+H has also announced its financial results for 2003, its 50th anniversary. The group made a record profit of €36.2m despite economic and currency factors holding back sales growth to 0.9 per cent. Turnover of €735m was "below expectations". 
CIMID Corp has relocated to new, larger facilities in Pine Brook, New Jersey. The company, which is active in metal forming, cutting, polishing and other services for a range of industries, including storage tank construction, also has a showroom and demonstration facility at the new site, which is a 30 Chapin, Unit 1203. More details can be found at www.cimid.com. 
Software design companies COADE Inc and Alias Ltd have announced the proposed bundling of Alias' ISOGEN program, for automated piping isometrics, into CADWorx Plant Professional, the plant design software. Thomas Van Laan, president at COADE, says of the agreement, "Bundling ISOGEN into CADWorx is an ideal solution for our customers because it makes it easier for plant designers to have seamless, fully automatic isometric output capabilities." 
LNG
Marathon Oil Corp and its partners have announced that the proposed LNG project in Equatorial Guinea will now definitely go ahead. Marathon and state-owned GEPetrol have finalised the necessary financing and report interest from a number of companies in taking an equity interest in the project. Currently Marathon has a 75 per cent shareholding. The first cargoes under a 17-year, 3.4 mta sales contract with BG Gas Marketing are due to begin in late 2007 from the liquefaction plant at Bioko Island, which will use the Phillips optimised cascade process.
US FERC has approved plans for the construction of an LNG receiving terminal at Quintana, Texas. The Freeport LNG plant will have an initial sendout capacity of 1.5 bcf/day, which has already been sold to Dow Chemical and ConocoPhillips.
CHEMICAL LOGISTICS
Poland's largest fuel logistics company, Naftobazy, may be floated on the Polish stock exchange rather than be sold to a foreign investor, the board of state oil company Nafta Polska said this week. Naftobazy remains in discussion with a number of other Polish companies, including Orlen, PERN and Naftoport, with a view to establishing an integrated oil/chemical logistics operation. Moves in this direction are apparently being held up by difficulties in establishing the value of the potential partners' assets.
In its newly released annual report, logistics giant Hoyer says it experienced a total turnover of €653m in 2003, a 2.5 per cent increase over the year before. The company's turnover in Germany, where it is headquartered, alone increased by 8.6 per cent from €302m to €328m. The profit for the year after taxes was €6.6m, which also represents a slight increase, says the company. Hoyer credits the results on a massive reorganisation of its activities into five individual business units - Hoyer Chemilog, Hoyer Petrolog, Hoyer Gaslog, Hoyer Techlog and Hoyer Foodlog - each of which is responsible for its own profitability. 
TANK TRANSPORT
Road tanker manufacturer Schrader says it is going to introduce to the market a dangerous goods version of its new stainless steel dump silo for carrying liquid and powder bulk goods. The Germany-headquartered company says it is currently assessing how the product will be tailored to fit ADR regulations, and expects to have it on the market in six months. 
Fort Vale has introduced its composite 'anti-gauling' handnut, which has been designed specifically to overcome the problem of stainless-on-stainless gauling and to withstand the repetitive operation demands of the road tanker market. The design features a cast stainless steel construction with an integral brass threaded insert. It is fitted with Fort Vale's patented 'thrust washer' to prevent premature wear and damage during high-frequency use. 
Refrigerated gases and hazardous liquids transport equipment manufacturer M1 Engineering (M1E) has unveiled several new developments aimed at maximising road tanker payloads, including one that has allowed the company to reduce again the tare weights of its Carrymore cryogenic semi-trailer range. The UK-headquartered company has also introduced its Dual Product Cryospeed unit, which has the capacity to deliver two gases in one delivery, and has enhanced its Maximo cryogenic tank container. 
 









	
Feedback Line - If you have any comments on the stories featured in the newsletter, please contact the Editor at peter.mackay@informa.com 



Hazardous Cargo industry events
Basel Gefahrgut-Tage, Basel - September 7-8 www.transportjournal.ch/index_e.html
NACD OPSEM, Orlando - September 22-24 www.nacd.com
EPCA Annual Meeting, Monte Carlo - September 25-29 www.epca.be
SMM, Hamburg - September 28-October 2 www.hamburg-messe.de
Chemical Logistics & SCM Middle East, Dubai - October 4-6 www.terrapinn.com
Energy Transportation from Russia, St Petersburg - October 5-6 www.mareforum.com
EPCA Logistics Meeting, Monte Carlo - October 23-27 www.epca.be
Emballage, Paris - November 22-26 www.emballageweb.com

Hazardous Cargo Bulletin will have a presence at all of the above shows and conferences 


Any news? If you have any news regarding the hazardous cargo industry please contact:
Email: sharon.jones@informa.com
Tel: +44 (0)20 7017 4372
Fax: +44 (0)20 7017 4971 


Subscription Order your subscription today and you'll receive the monthly magazine for the hazmat industry PLUS free access to www.hazardouscargo.com, two FREE Asia supplements each year and a FREE email update each week. For further details please call our hotline on +44 (0) 20 7017 4187 or email hcb@subscriptions.com today! 


