£4bnv1810n
to transform

and towers

VALENTINE LOW

T 1S a place that gives concrete jungles
abad name, an urban nightmare famed.
for its tram system and some of theughi-
est architecture outside the old Soviet
blec. !

Now Croydon wants to turn itsell
into Barcelona, one of the coolest cities
on the planet.

Themuch-reviled town —whose one
fragile connection with glamour is as
the birthplace of Kate Moss — was
today announcing a multi-billion-pound
regeneration plan that will include
pod-shaped buildings on stilts.

With ambitions to become a beacen of
sustainability, it-will host a 30-storey
version of the Eden Project with dif
ferent sky gardens on each floor and,
inspived by Barcelona’s yegeneration
after the 1992 Olympics, scores of pub-
lic squares and miniatuve parks in the
{own centre.

The transformation is being master-
minded by architect Will Alsop, who
planstoveverse the car’s stranglehold
on Croydon.

The “forest of car parks” in the town
centre will be hacked back and the
eight-lane Wellesley Road reduced to
two so it can be lined with small-scale

soL

CROYDON '
Mistory: Busy imarket town was hombed

by the Germans, Rebmltwrthskysaapers :

- Poputation: 430,000. Kate Moss vias.

i+ born there. Ronnie Corbett is a reside nt.
 Fictional characters: Sarah Jane Smith : -
+ from Dr Who (1973 t6 1976} was from ;.-

+ South Croydon. In one episode she was . -

stranded because the Tardis would not
materialise in Croydon.
- Quote: “From London to Croydon isas:
~uglya bitof country as anyin England”
Willfam Cobbett, 1830

- Farous far: Trams, tower blocks and the

Croyden facelift (a very tight ponytail).--
Attractions: Fairfield Halls, bost to -
Seventies” disco bands. - i
Music: Captain Sensible’s 1982 smgle
- Croydon includes yrics: ) attended- :
’ StanleyTe:h inSouth Nurwood Hlll l
lhlnk 1t was .

 BARCELONA -
History: Founded accordmg to legend
. by Hercules 400 yeats before Rome:

: population: 1.6 million, Famous residents :
- include architect Antoni Gaudi; artist Joan -

. Mir6 and tenor José Carreras.. 7 -

developments instead of skyscrapers.

Mr Alsop will build a pedestrian-
friendly “emerald necklace" of parks,
and bring the river Wandle to the sur-
face for the first time in 40 years since
jt was buried in cutverts. He even hopes
that peaple might fish for Wandle trout.

He said: “Croydon needs to dare to
dream — it should set its sights high.”

.+ Antoni Gaudi. ;
e Famnusfor.Archatecture 1n19991twun’; -

: Fantasy' Gauda S dlstm:twe archnecture helped win Barcelona a umque

ﬁchonal charactery Manuel fmm Faw[ly
- Towers (allegedly). "

Quote: “The creation continues:
incessantly through the medra nf man”

RIBA's gold medal, only time the winner
has not beenan mdmdual architect.: -
Attramons. Gaudl s unfi mshed cathedral :

The town centre population would be
boosted from fewer than 5,000 to 50,000
by the building of 20,000 new homes.
Mr Alsopadded: “We knew London is
under housing pressure but rather
than building new estates in the
Thames Gateway area, we should be
looking to build in places like Croydon.”
The propossls, named Third City, are

award

La Sagrada Farmlia Wortd class rnuseums
and gallerias include Picasso and Miro-*

.museums. Seven beathes, and FC
' Barcelona. :
- Music; Barcelona, Fredd:e Mercuryand

Montserrat Caballé’s theme to 1992

. Olympics. Lyrics include: ") had this perfect

dream, Un suefio me envo{wo,'l‘hls drear -

“waseand you, Talvez estésagquil” -

part of Croydon's bid to gain city status
after years of being overlooked.

Jon Rouse, the council’s chief execu-
tive, said: “What grew up in the Sixties
was one of the most wholehearted
developments of Corbusian mod-
ernism. At the time it was seen as very
exciting and pointed the time to the
future. But it didn't work and it became

AND WHAf;rH'E'
SPANISH THINK -

: Zoraxdo Roseyo, 25, bwlogxst “I've

* never heard of (ruydon I've been te
. Scottand and travelled to England by
* car, but 1| have never heento thxs

: wl{age

] Tatlana Pacheco, 28 ]oumallst.

+“Croyton? Croydon? Whats that? No, )

 hiave riot heard of it. If you ask anyone

- in Barcelona, they will say the same”
Ramon Guitlen, 52, doorman: "This
jdea of sustainability is alt very goed,
but | don’t know anylhmg abcut this

: Cmydon piace

Louisa Papaxs, 80 vetired: “ have
. been to Paris and New York and other
capitals in the world, but | have never
“ heard of Croydon, Whiat is it?"

Juana de {a Vasea, 42, insurante
executive: “1 don’t know anything
about the place nor do my friends. Pve
beento London. ISIIhke that?”

S Graham Keeley in Barcelona

seen as an allen structure imposed on
the historic settlement.”

The plans will start with a £450 mil-
Yon urban regeneration vehiclesetup
by the Tory-controlled council. In: addi-
tion about £3.5 billion in private invest-
ment has been earmarked for projects,
including an arena for 12,500 spectators
and a 44-stovey residential tower

Expats’ anger as France stops healthcare for sick Britons

THOUSANDS of British patienis in
France, including cancer sufferers, are
to have their treatment terminated
within weeks under new French rules,
President Nicolas Sarkozy has sparked

a wave of anger among British expats
with the changes. Enrope minister Jim

. Murphy will travel to Paris on Thursday

NICOLAS CECIL
Political Correspondent

{ourge the French authorities nottocut
off vital treatment. Hesaid: *“Thisisan
issue of huge importance, particularly
to those with debilitating or in some
instances terminal illnesses.” Some

MPs want tit-for-tat restrictions en
French citizens, including tens of thou-
sands in London. The Health Depart-
ment said it had no plans for this.
Britons going tolive overseasin the EU
can get an E106— if they are underthe
state pension age — which gives them
health cover for up to 30 months, Under

the French reforms, UK citizens who
have taken early retirement and are
not of state pension age will no longer
beabletojoin the French health system
once their E106 expires.

Those who joined the French system
have been told they will no lenger beeli-
gible for cover from the end of March.

Both groups would have to go private.
Deborah Dudley, of expat groupFrench
Health Issues, said: “Most of us have
invested all we have in France.

“We have paid taxes and are willing to
pay into the health system. We've made
new lives here which are rapidly twrn-
ing from a dream into a nightmare.”
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